Opsonic effect of rainbow trout (Salmo gairdneri) antibody on phagocytosis of Yersinia ruckeri by trout leukocytes.
Partly purified peripheral blood leukocytes from normal rainbow trout (Salmo gairdneri) were used to study the influence of specific antibody on phagocytic uptake and intracellular killing of Yersinia ruckeri, a bacterial pathogen of trout. Specific antibody exerted a significant opsonic effect on the rate of phagocytic ingestion of the bacteria but did not affect the rate of intracellular killing. The results are discussed with reference to the current understanding of fish antibody function and phagocytosis by fish leukocytes.